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by Marie-Claude Bernier 


If YOU were given a magic wand and total freedom to eliminate some 
of the worst, most ridiculous buildings in Montreal which would you 
choose ? 


In an article from l"Actualité (October 1987 issue) approximately 
one hundred personalities from around the world were asked to respond to 
this question. The overall opinion was clearly that we have to stop 
making Montreal look worset 


Well among the "winners'', the first building people wish to see 
disappear is the Institut de tourisme et d'hétellerie du Québec, on the 
east side of St-Denis. This building, signed by Michel Sauriol, is 
characterized as a "gray steel box'! fronted by le Carré St-Louis. The 
runner-ups are, yes, the famous Olympic Stadium by Roger Taillibert, le 
Palais des Congrés by Victor Prus and Complexe Guy-Favreau by a group 
of architectural firms. The loto-Québec building and the set of concrete 
"building blocks" along President-Kenedy avenue, stand third in line. 

The two Holiday Inns on Sherbrooke (especially the one at the corner of 
Durocher); and the Hydro-Quebec building, on Dorchester, occupy forth 
place. Fifth in line are Viger "park" by Charles Daudelin, and the 
Maison des Coopérants building, on de Maisonneuve between Eaton's and the 
Baye Other realizations are also mentioned: the intersection at Park 
and Pine avenues at the foot of Mount Royal, Complexe Desjardins, 
autoroute Ville-Marie, complexe LaCité, the Radio-Canada building, the 
new court house, Concordia University and l'Université du Québec 4 
Montréal... 


Along with this list, several people stated their opinions on 
what could be done. Lise Bacon, ex-Environment Minister says ''I would 
demolish all buildings, old and new, where the fenestration does not look 
to the river, the mountain, a park or row of trees. Peter Jacobs, from 
l'Université de Montréal, suggests "gutting'' every building which exceeds 
the height of the mountain. An interesting statement by the painter 
Pierre-Léon Tétreault is that he would "color Montreal, in whole...It is 
the grayest and dullest city I know'', These opinions are indeed an 
indication that something should be done to prevent such 'mistakes'' from 
happening again. Phillis Lambert, director of the Centre canadien 
d'Architecture, provides a more realistic suggestion: ‘We have to change 
attitudes...we have already done enough demolition. Of course there are 
some harrowing constructions in our city but instead of demolishing them 
we must concentrate on beautifying the rest in order to neutralize the 
others", I tend to agree with this attitude of improving, beautifying 
and restoring the existing frame, rather than the "let's demolish! one. 
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THE CANADIENS..... THE OILERS. .... THE RED ARMY..... 


names that are synonymous with hockey excellence..... teams that 
have spawned great players and even greater tradition..... 


Sasketc and since you can't play for any one of them, why don't vou 
play for the URBAKNIGHTS instead? (Yes, we're still in business). 
DON'T BE SHY, we beg you! Yes, we want you! We need vou! We 
take anybody whose interested in playing for fun and who has 
equipment. It doesn't matter if you're male or female either... 
(really). Hey, if you've lot a dog with hockey equipment of its 
own, bring it along by all means. (You laugh, eh? We even called 
Snoopy once to check on his availability, but his agent C.Brown 
never returned any of our calls.) 


If you or your dog is interested, then leave your name and phone 
number at U.S.S.A, 2020 Mackay St., room P-106. 


Next games: Sun. Dec 6 1:00 pm 
Pri. Dec bast bs00L pm 
Tue. Dec 15 11:15 pm 
Sun. Dec 20 9:30 pm 
(all games are played at the Loyola Athletics Complex) 


2 SS | Gr SSS | LSS SS 


ie \hepna firms (aa, 


| 


G 


LECTURE REPORT 


On November 24 th, Jean Tetrault, an urban planner with the 
firm Aménatech Inc. came to discuss planning in the private sector 
and the importance of law 125: Land Use Planning and Development 
Act. He started by introducing us to the actual beginnings of 
"planning" by tracing back to the creation of the MRC (municipalité 
regionale de compté). Each MRC, with the enforcement of law I Eis i 
was responsible for elaborating a schéma d'aménagement (Master Plan). 
The process involves 4 steps: 


I the adoption of a preliminary proposal 
If the adoption of a planning proposal 
III the adoption of a definite version 
IV the adoption of the Master Plan 


Handouts were also given to illustrate the contents of a Master 
Plan as required by law 125 (these are available in the U.S.S.A office 
room P-106). 

M.Tetrault will be invited next semester to continue his 
discussion on the planning program (the next step which lies in the 
hands of each municipality within each MRC, and its content). 

If you wish to get a good idea of what planners will work on, in 
the next 2-3 years, be sure to attend this upcoming lecture. 
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THE 
“SCHEMA. D‘/AMENAGEMENT ” 


FOR THE COMMUNAUTE URBAINE DE QUEBEC 


Last Wednesday, (22-11-87), Jean Guyard, Director of the 
Service d'aménagement de la Communauté urbaine de Québec, (SATCUOQ), 
presented the Schéma d'aménagement (outline plan) for the CUQ at the 
Université du Québec 4 Montréal. I was attracted to attend for a 
number of reasons. In 1973, my "patron", Jean-Claude La Haye, put 
me in charge of the Schéma d'aménagement de la Zone Spéciale de Québec 
---a much larger region, of which the CUQ was the centre. I met Jean 
Guyard at that time, and found him very personable. Naturally, I 
became familiar with the Quebec City area and its problems, thus I was 
curious to find out what had happened in the interim, especially since 
the CUO plan had been awarded the “prix d'excellence" by the Canadian 
Institute of Planners last July, winning over eighteen other contest- 
ants. As some readers may remember, I was highly critical of the MUC 
Schéma, when it was published in 1986. Praised for its "quality" and 
"originality," I thought we might learn a thing or two from the cuo 
plan that mieht be applied in our own attempts at metropolitan planning. 


I should have known better. Quebec planning law is written in such a 
way that it provides little freedom for creative Maneuvering. In one 
area of discretion---the possibility of including joint plans with 
MRCs outside the Communauté---the CUQ did no better than the CUM, for 
the Levy MRC (60,000 population) is an undefined grey area on their 


maps. Since the sixties, planners like Kevin Lynch have developed a 
whole range of alternative patterns for metropolitan growth, (Spread 
Sheet, Lineal Corridor, Star, Galaxy, etc.). Such options were not 


explored for the CUQ; they took the line of least resistance in fol- 
lowing present trends. Nevertheless, trends were modified in two ways, 
one "far out," the other, more practical. 


The "far out" modification I was familiar with, since it had been a 
pet design project of the Quebec City Planning Department as far back 
as 1972. I would have thought that it had died a natural death, but 
it was still there (on paper at least) --- a plan for a "new town" for 
20,000 on undeveloped land just north of Quebec City and west of 
Charlevoix. Quebec City is an "entrepd6t" for electricity, and all the 
huge power lines from the north seem to converge on this one site, 
making it less than the most desirable for residential cevelopment. 
This is a serious deficiency, given the vast choice of sites’ for new 
development in the Quebec area 


This brings us to the problem of scatteration. Between 1981-86, CUO 7 
population grew by 8,000, (total pop.: 464,865), but developed areas 
lost 8,000, while peripheral areas gained 16,000. This trend to de- 
centralization has been encouraged by a vast freeway network, (prob- 
ably the largest per capita mileage in the world). Though late in 

the day, the CUQ plan must be credited with attempting to control end- 
less expansion, by first establishing the limit of current development. 
To encourage in-filling, the CUQ allows the development of a lot out- 
side this limit for each developed within it. Obviously this is no 
hard line “greenbelt" concept, and will only slow down decentraliza- 
tion, but recognizing as it does, the primacy of private property 
rights in North America, and that under Onehec plannina law, the 
Communautés can only act with the agreement of its constituent muni- 


Cipalities, the CUO plan has done the best it can in the circumstances, 


In sum, the CUQ plan has attempted to attack their No. 1 problem 
with the tools available. However, it is hamstrung by the law, 
which gives little power to the metropolitan level. As with the 
MUC, public participation is at best, window dressing. Their big- 
gest headache has been to get the municipal technicians to agree 
on aplan. To achieve this, SATCUQ has had to make major conces- 
sions to preconceived design solutions. In a word, it is better 
than no plan, but if this was the winner, one can only wonder what 
the other eighteen looked like. 
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URBAN TREK 


Captain's log: Stardate 2087.12. 


"Captain and crew have been summoned to the Hoverdale 
quadrant to investigate a disturbance. Upon beaming down, we 
were faced with an angry mob of Monads, armed with high-frequen- 
cy-low-radiation-video-screen placards and chanting 'Save our 
solar system'. Starfeet has commanded us to analyze the present 


Situation and to recommend appropriate measures to tame the 
insurrection." 


Those were the words of Captain James T. Kurb. Accompa- 
nied by Doctor "Zones" McCoy and first officer Mr. Smog, Captain 
Kurd has decided to infiltrate the Monads in order to stop the 
disturbance. 

"Smog, I still don't understand why these lower life forms 
insist on living in these horrid hovels", said McCoy. "You'd 
expect the Monads to be happy with the proposed intergalactic 
BMW rocket dealership with built-in jacuzzi and tower to the 
stars. After all, they are being relocated on a beautiful un- 
charted asteroid in sector Blah-blah." 

"Dr. McCoy, you obviously do not understand the gravity of 
the “situation: <The. 32 

"Of course I do, you reified Vulcan! I've got my feet on 
the: .ground,- dom*t 12" 

"Surely, ycu understand that the Monads are upset about 
losing their planet", Smog replied. 


"Yes, but they're in the way of progress. The market 
studies have shown that the administrative center of the galaxy 
is moving towards this sector, especially with the new René- 
Lévesque interstellar warpway having been opened last stardate. 
I wish these Monads would talk some sense instead of all that 
jumping and shouting!" 


"Why don't you try to understand them, Dr. McCov?" asked 
Mr. Smog. 


"I'm a doctor, not an anarchist!", steams Zones, "What do 
these Monads want?!?" 

Captain Kurb cut in and said: "Why don't we ask them?" 
He was greeted by a stunned silence. "What's wrong, men, a 


Denebian-slime -devil has got your tongue?" 

"Jim! Are you out of your mind? What do you mean ask 
them? That is without precedent", exclaimed Zones. 

"Yes, Captain", said Smog, "there are no stipulations in 
Starfeet regulations for asking anyone anything. Decision- 
making is reserved for those who know about these things. After 
all, it takes years of training to learn proper decision-making 
and thinking techniques." 


"I know, Smog, but we, the people on the front lines are 
the cutting edge of galactic progress. After all, we people in 
the field must innovate and seek knowledge in order to promote 
justice, truth, equity and most of allto extend our sphere of 
influence", proclaimed Kurb. 


"I don't know, Jim", said Zones, "Starfeet is going to 
find this procedure very smelly..." 


"Captain Kurb", stated Smog, "Sensors indicate that we 
have been surrounded by Monads. There does not seem to be a 
logical way to escape, Jim." 

What will happen next, enthralled readers? Will Captain 
Kurb's team survive? Will they ever find out what the Monads 
want? What are Monads anyway? And most importantly, why does 
Madonna want a divorce? The answers to these questions and more 
will be found in the next episode of URBAN TREK! 
Na na na na na naaaaa..... 


The Intergalactic Anarchists 
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(Resource Center 


Due to circumstances beyond our control, the person in charge of 
the resource center of the USSA, Vicky Compton, is liberating her posi- 
tion at the end of the semester (she's graduating...). We are looking 
for students who would be willing to offer an hour or two a week to 
supervise the resource center for the winter semester. If you are 
interested in helping out, just drop by the lounge (P-106) and chat 
with either Jean-Marc, Marie-Claude or Michel. 


We greatly thank Vicky for all her time, energy, input and enthu- 
siasm with the Association. We wish Vicky a wonderful time in the great 
ultra-modern metropolis of the North, Yellowknife, N.W.T.. Sounds Bad, 
Bad, Bad. 
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We have decided to extend the deadline (what's new?...) for the 
logo contest until the X-mas pert on December 7. At that time, vis 
will choose a winner. Hurry, ‘cause we already have five entries! 
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Bikes, not Bombs 
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On Thursday, November 26, there was a lecture on the fol- 
lowing topic: "Bikes, not bombs for Nicaragua". This may seem 
to be a weird concept, and not very relevant to urban studies. 
Not so. 


It seems that this project called Bikes not Bombs, founded 
by Carl Kurtz (the lecturer), has a dual purpose. First, it tries 
to enhance the solidarity of some North Americans with the Sandi- 
nista regime by offering bicycles, wheelchairs and operating a re- 
pair workshop in Managua. 


The second purpose is to try and alleviate the transporta- 
tion problems in Nicaragua, mainly in urban centers. Right now, 
buses are tremend ously overcrowded. Therefore, bikes offer an 
alternative, cheap, efficient and individual mode of transporta- 
tion. Further, winters are not like in Montreal, so bikes are 
used year-round in Nicaragua. 


So what may seem to be impractical at first glance, turns 
out to become a very interesting solution to both urban and poli- 
tical problems for this country struggling to stay afloat 
amongst a sea of CONTRA-dictions... 


It is unfortunate that only a dozen people showed up at 
this very insightful lecture. 


Michel Desrochers 
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BEER $1.75 
SHOTS $2.00 


